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We have received a circular from the committee appointed by 
the New Orleans underwriters to formulate a Compact for that 
city, setting forth the reasons why their efforts in that direction 
failed. Nearly all the local and agency companies signed the 
agreement, but a few of the latter declined doing so for various 
reasons, in consequence of which the committee recommend that 
the entire matter be held in abeyance until the coming fall. It is 
to be regretted that harmonious action could not have been se- 
cured at the present Lime. 





We note that Wm. C. Grubb of Indianapolis, the peddler of 
worthless policies in “ wild-cat” foreign companies, was recently 
fined $50 and costs in that city for violation of the insurance laws 
of the State. There are two or three other indictments pending 
against him, and should they be brought totrial a similar result will 
doubtless be reached, and yet Grubb, by his circulars, undertakes 
to pose as a martyr, informing the public that the hue and cry 
raised against him is solely because he offers insurance at lower 
rates than can the agents of legitimate and authorized companies. 
While Mr. Grubb is conceded to be an active, pushing under- 
writer, he should confine his efforts to legitimate and honorable 
business, and not tread those devious paths that bring him in con- 
tact with the laws of the State, to his discomfiture. 





A case of attempted fraud upon life insurance companies has 
just resulted in a verdict of murder in the criminal courts of Cali- 
fornia, Dr. J. Milton Bowers had insured the life of his wife for 
$17,000, and she died soon after. Suspicion attached to the doctor 
because of his bad character, leading to an analysis of the contents 
of the stomach of the dead woman. This showed that the cause 
of the woman’s death was slow poisoning by the administration of 
phosphorus. Dr. Bowers was placed on trial charged with murder, 
and after six weeks of careful investigation the jury brought in a 
verdict of guilty. Last week the convicted man was sentenced to 
be hanged. The evidence in the case was entirely circumstantial, 
but the presence of the poison in the dead woman’s system and the 
notoriously bad character of the accused leaves no doubt in the 
minds of the community as to the justice of the sentence. 





THE inspector for the Philadelphia Insurance Patrol, William 
McDevitt. maintains that many fires occur from a lack of care, 
which may be deemed criminal negligence; that fires deemed 
trifling, because they are easily extinguished during working hours 
In factories, are such as prove most destructive at night, in spite of 
supposed fireproofing and the trusted vigilance of a watchman; 
that, although fifty dwelling-house fires take place monthly, at- 





tributable to defective heating apparatus, hundreds are built every 
year with the same disregard for safety; that more attention should 
be given by law makers and inspectors to that interior construction 
of factories which, in the event of fire, tends to spread the flames 
so rapidly as to prevent the flight of the operatives by any number 
of fire escapes; that electric wires for lighting should not only be 
properly affixed, but, as they are liable to derangement, be fre- 
quently reinspected; and that the arrest of one of the authors of 
the mysterious explosions which have so often been followed by the 
burning out of retail stores, has led to revelations which convince 
Inspector McDevitt of the existence of a regular organization, 
operating both in Philadelphia and New York, for the purpose of 
obtaining money by such nefarious means from the insurance com- 
panies. We very much question the existence of any “organiza- 
tion” of the kind referred to. It was probably on a wild statement 
of this kind that the Mayor of Philadelphia announced recently 
that there were men in that city who made a business of incendiar- 
ism for pay. We would prefer to see the inspector’s evidence to 
substantiate this inference before giving credit to it. 





ANNOUNCEMENT is made that the Phenix Fire Insurance Com- 
pany of Brooklyn, one of the most important companies in the 
country, has determined to write large lines of insurance in the 
future, as high as $50,000 upon a single risk. This is unusual, 
and may be said to mark a new era in fire underwriting. The 
practice of late years has been for companies to restrict their lines 
to $2500, $5000 and rarely exceeding $10,000 on a single risk. 
The writing of large lines means that the insurance company doing 
it is going to inspect all risks thoroughly, and to insist upon the 
owners thereof eliminating the fire hazard as far as possible, and 
that they shall provide reasonable and approved methods for extin- 
guishing any small fire that may occur upon their premises. This 
is the policy that is pursued by the New England mill mutuals, 
regarding which we have so frequently spoken in terms of approval. 
The inroads that these mutual companies have made upon the 
business of the old stock companies has been something enormous, 
and the latter, in order to compete with the mutuals, are obliged 
to resort to the methods employed by them. The secret of the 
success of the mutuals lies in their thorough methods of inspection 
and the requirements they make of propertyowners. As a conse- 
quence, the losses in the classes of property which they insure 
have been largely reduced, and the cost of insurance to the prop- 
ertyowner considerably lessened. The theory of the stock companies 
formerly was that it was immaterial to them what the character of the 
risk was, provided the premium was adequate. Under this new 
system they improved the character of the risk before venturing to 
insure it. This policy, if adopted by the insurance compahies in 
general, would reduce the fire losses of the country very materially, 
and the enormous waste of $100,000,000 a year would very 
shortly be cut down to less than half the amount. There are 
some hazards, of course, that cannot be provided against, but if 
one carefully studies the causes of fires as reported by the fire 
departments, he will at once see that the majority of them might 
have been prevented by the exercise of care and precaution. It 
may be said that the insurance companies have it in their power 
to stop the ravages of fire in the country to a very great extent, 
and when they make it to the interest of a propertyowner to prop- 
erly protect his property they will not only have conferred a great 
benefit upon the public in general, but will have placed their own 
business upon a footing that will yield them profits continually, 
a condition of underwriting that has not been known in many 
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years. We are glad to see so old and stable a company as the 
Phenix leading off in this movement, and have no doubt that in a 
very short time its example will be followed by all the other lead- 
ing companies of the country, thus not only reducing the number 
of fires and the losses by fire, but also the cost of insurance to 
that provident class of the community that insures. 


direction, and has presented a mass of valuable information regard. 
ing fires and their causes in handsome book form that is simply 
invaluable to the underwriter who brings intelligence to bear in the 
prosecution of his business. The number who do this, however 
is so small when compared to the whole number of underwriters 
that we greatly fear the publication referred to will not receive the 
circulation or support to which its merits entitle it. Fire under. 
writing has become mofe a matter of chance or luck than of care. 
ful study and calculation, but to those who do care to put brains 














FACTS REGARDING FIRE LOSSES. 


OR a number of years The Chronicle has been doing most 
excellent service in compiling and publishing statistics of 








into their work we commend “ The Chronicle Fire Tables.” 
The principal feature of the work lies in the very elaborate 
tables enumerating the losses by fire in 1885 by classes of risks, 


and also giving the causes of fires. These are followed by tables 



































fire losses. ‘This year it has surpassed all previous reports in this | of a similar character, giving the losses by States and Territories jn 
SUMMARY OF LossEs BY FIRE IN THE UNITED STATES DuRING 1885, BY CAUSES. 

—————— — ———_—_==_ 

No. Loss on | Insurance Loss on Insurance 
CAUSES. No. : Pape : Loss on 

Explosions. | Original Risk. | Original Risk. Exposures. a 
Accidents (not otherwise reported) ...... ....seeeseeee 124 56 $866,345 | $495.072 $78,550 $43,275 
SE I GUN ob: ba siccoccediereedecyeeds S9eeees 69 27 54.275 18,221 21,324 17,924 
Dy ctascseseveeeees MADEN PED YS te EOUREES Ca dawn 10 4 201,050 148,550 27.500 16,500 
OT CAG OCC CSETEROIDNS HORST aR OR dee 80% 24 42 117,550 57,275 96,550 44,350 
SO Corr piscea ie tes seas reus eateden.e e.| 53 10 44,453 | 22,613 30,406 13,600 
Carelessness (not otherwise reported)............+-s00 119 31 203,836 117,574 92,055 49,905 
Children playing with fire. ......sccccccsccscccscesccves 5 ihe 3.650 si Se ee en vsadeanl 
CIGSE StUDS BOA TODACCO PIPES. 0.00 secccccsvescesccoces III 16 118,922 | 60,484 21,028 14,193 
Collisions (railroad)......... Peieebedesetensnsbeleswen 6 12 187,850 65,000 455,285 287,693 
IN, v.55 Cab SaNde dae vadaveene kes cloves e000 829 268 2,226,216 | 1,257,611 490,005 260,258 
Defective heating apparatus. .....c.ccscccccccccccccecs 45 47 297,487 243,044 139,222 92,722 
Drunken men. .......--..+00 PRRSK oe Cher enerbeNe Seem 6 7 1,631 1,131 10,335 6,081 
Electric light wires and lights.........ccccsscssccecces 15 16 244,595 106,595 10,000 6,000 
Engines and boilers (stationary).........eeesseeeeeeee: 73 22 843,403 458,802 62,621 21,496 
Explosions (alcohol and benzine)..........eseeeeeeeeee 13 31 357,911 112,286 317,524 291,184 
EEplosions (DoUSsS, CLC.) .cccccccccccvcccscccscesecves II I 123,781 39, 206 112,000 28,000 
PIOUIONS LONOTMICHIS) oc cccscccvvcccccreccssecscesees 14 I 28,752 28,127 1,000 1,000 
PRINTER Soidbs 9680 ccdtcvese even edvesensis Sal 28 34 558,006 277,896 78,841 67,049 
Explosions (gasoline) .....ccccccccccccces coccsscoces 16 10 130,350 55,350 24,500 18,400 
Explosions (gunpowder)..... .scsscereesecceresecsees 6 16 29,000 16,850 32,900 16,200 
Explosions (lamps, lanterns, etc.) ......++sseeeeseerees 336 221 990,141 638,328 548,756 322,906 
Explosions (natural gas)....... Spsseeederevetseveswes | 12 7 90,700 60,300 31,300 16,900 
BEGLOGORS (Cll SIOVES, CIC.)....0 ciccscccccsvvceseceses 52 II 41,902 29,157 13,009 8,103 
PU IOOIONS (NGRBOWE). «650 ccc vcccevoccesccseorceesses 36 9 650,411 382,015 76,300 63,000 
Explosions (varnish)..... RETSE IRS EESEES Gaeere cess 2 is 4,500 S000 {| essess | commun 
No.0 50555 00 5 6tsFiupestingteonterebe seer ees 35 12 28,975 15,683 3,700 1,950 
GRAS daeeer A eee reer eEeOs ee deeseecntresenes 81 19 20,607 10,742 35,707 23.782 
DONUEE GE PERIIS BIG oo. ootccc ciccdeeds cossssccesoue 46 29 1,776,375 184,298 49,000 15,900 
PINOT 6 6.066.561 060 600860040 y 00064 pt Ce eecein es veseese 71 21 936,035 694,006 53,376 41,146 
Furnaces..... Ce cccccrccvcccccceesccececes cececesees 117 39 653,878 379,477 116,905 107,042 
GO OE seer vdicrec. cecssvedenecicucscccecees careers’ 169 69 674,432 479,138 671,359 332,310 
Ignition (alcohol and benzine)......-..seeseeeeeeereces 3 6 12,105 7,305 19,450 13,950 
Ignition (chemicals)........+-..++++ hapretisensieces ee 10 I 23,035 19,790 2,000 1,000 
BO CUTONOO, CIE.) covcceccceccceccvet Coveconoscees 67 12 167,291 135,424 19,000 13,090 
Ignition (paint and varnish) ..... ..... Sess. sovecnsouss 13 10 80,015 34,865 18,800 12,200 
Ignition (tar, resin and Wax).......esseecscccserees ool 16 12 48,381 29,306 35,735 32,085 
| PEP ET TET PPP TTTE PTET rE 6 2 17,900 9,400 3,600 2,000 
IOI  o4.6010-004548096 066h see eOCs eo oresCouRess | 2,9ee 1,404 8,101,877 3,716,278 3,107,860 1,594,721 
Lamp and lantern accidents... ..cccccccccccccesccce oe | 173 61 329,002 180,221 105,746 67,446 
IN ov op0ccccs 5554s608%s00558 biad vintewerw esas 286 94 1,075,578 478,301 162,550 88,700 
BE UND sats cccseesseececctes Tee er ee 9 I 72,612 57,987 1,000 1,000 
Et ohccinadccee ares dse kes stoseseentvacesacnes 374 92 260,172 136,883 365,580 278,825 
SE GMNINOD 0.a:0 0 os.000ceeregncserdeveceveses 15 5 16,040 10,720 2,000 1,200 
BE NI ssi 0e0:0.64.50- 050) 66.0000 0606 tobteecvoenseees | — 5,g05 4,803 32,815,713 17,909,573 12,359,230 6,836,646 
Oil stove accidents......... Pr eee ree Tee eee 19 as 4,854 . [00 .f  seeces | # >Sanmm 
Open fireplaces and grates..........0-.00 ceceeeeeeees 67 4 25,629 16,007 825 625 
Overheated or defective kilns..............- eee oe 7 I 179,370 99,370 1,000 1,000 
Overheated or defective ovens..........+-+0. Sine saan 24 7 55,294 44,084 5,125 3.325 
Plumbers’ furnaces........ Sy OPENED pie Ree On oe 8 2 25,598 11,588 75,000 69,500 
ING ci s.5:6cuc0eeoedee Jdedsbexedsdsevedsunnd 8 a 43,225 1 ere a 
ME ahttee 4600036045006 o6e 0s 60d 6 160800660080 seees 376 52 1,189,843 673,001 54,235 24,400 
Sparks (locomotive) .......ccccccccrcccccccccccecccces 84 49 681,826 392,660 318,400 233,550 
Spontaneous combustion .......2. seccescceecsceevees 205 116 1,140,637 791,493 235,291 180,91 
POP OURFOTCTPTOCTCTCT COUT TTT 3 2s 5,635 cme, t- eweeos- |) ‘oom 
ee er EN OR ie Pre seer ee Sey 336 199 1,096, 366 655,032 320,021 227,080 
TROVO-PIPES. 6 oc cccvesccccccccccsccccccccsccccss eaneet 63 15 53,522 30,602 16,871 10,771 
Thawing water-pipes............+ i wabspsevmbeseet es 23 5 18,886 14,686 3,050 2,850 
MEE cbc cceencoeevesceers eee rere er rer re sees 76 37 270,775 113,450 58,710 21,700 
WMRMOWR s 6cccecessseves bueaeeuwest pteGiapevnendenesa 1,756 2,328 10,700,894 6,838,684 8,055,305 5,087,927 
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like classification. The editor gives a careful analysis of these 
tables, accompanied by several diagrams, while the causes of fires 
in dwelling houses are treated in a graphical illustration that places 
the defective flue and incendiarism in positions of great prominence. 
As a whole, the work is admirably conceived and carefully ex- 
ecuted. Managers of companies have long sought to learn the 
experience of other underwriters regarding the various classes of 
risks (without giving away their own), but such information has 
generally been carefully guarded, each company looking upon its 
experience as something it had paid dearly for, and hence was too 
valuable to be made public property. These tables virtually com- 
pine the experience of all companies, and present it to the profes- 
sion without placing anyone under obligation to his neighbor. By 
permission we present a table of aggregates, showing the losses in 
the United States by fire in 1885 and the causes; in the book 
these are also given in detail, each fire being accounted for. 

Some very peculiar things are here shown. For instance, incen- 
diarism plays 2 more important part than is generally supposed, 
the number of fires and the amount of losses attributed to this 
cause largely exceeding those charged against the aggregates of 
any other cause. Gasoline has been accused of being an especially 
dangerous illuminant, and a vigorous war has been prosecuted 
against it, yet the figures show that the supposedly innocent and 
odorous candle has been the cause of three times the number of 
fires that gasoline has, while the explosions of gas have been nearly 
double those of gasoline. Explosions of lamps and lanterns, pre- 
sumably kerosene, occupy a prominent position in the list, while 
cigar stubs and tobacco pipes cost the country $118,922 in prop- 
erty destroyed. It has been denied that steam-pipes were capable of 
communicating fire, yet here are three fires attributed to this cause, 
involving losses amounting to $5635. Spontaneous combustion 
maintains its reputation as being one of the most prolific causes of 
fires, and is chargeable with over $1,000,000 of the aggregate 
losses. Lightning is chargeable with 286 fires and losses, amount- 
ing to over $1,000,000, seeming to be almost the only fires that 
could not have been provided against by the exercise of proper 
precaution and the adoption of such safeguards as prudence would 
dictate. In the whole list of causes there is scarcely one named 
that is not the outgrowth of carelessness, recklessness or malice. 

The editor of the fire tables also gives a record of fires in the 
United States by causes during the past eleven years, which is full 
of suggestiveness. We append a short table of aggregates, show- 
ing the losses each year for these eleven years : 


AGGREGATE ANNUAL LossEs IN THE UNITED STATES FOR ELEVEN 
YEARS, 1875-1885. 

















































Aggregate Aggregate | Aggregate Aggre 

YEAR. Sapaty laemounee YEAR. Supery ieee 
Loss. Loss. Loss. Loss. 

1875..... $78,102,285 | $39.325,400 || 1882...] $84,505,024 | $48,875,131 
1876.....] 64,630,600 | 34,374,500 || 1883...] 100,149,228 54,808,664 
1877.....| 68,265,800 37.398,900 |} 1884...] 110,008,611 60,679,818 
1878.....] 64,315,900 | 36,575,900 || 1885...| 102,818,796 57,430, 709 
1879. «++! 77,703,700 44,464,700 
1880,....] 74,643,400 | 42,525,000 || Total .|$q06,424,244 |$501,100,622 
1881... 81,280,900 | 44,641,900 | 








Here is a record of over $900,000,000 worth of property de- 
stroyed in eleven years by fire from causes that were mostly pre- 
ventable. Of this vast sum only about one-half was covered by 
surance, the remainder falling upon the individual property- 
owners. 


We close our extracts from these tables by giving one relative to 





incendiarism, showing the percentage of incendiary fires to the 
total number and the ratio by States : 


TABLE SHOWING INCENDIARISM BY STATES. 














PER CENT. 
Average, 

STATES. ree 
1883. 1884. | 1885, | Years. 

Alabama ......... ee ee ere 52 48 44 48 
DE vecece® shed caccons 60 54 41 52 
CE evcacstotdvastoues 20 II 21 17 
Cie ance soeseaseesen 38 44 56 46 
ree 40 54 31 42 
SN a5 wins-c'onesetunsres 44 29 25 33 
PE bite-casceee K6husS veSa% 47 48 38 44 
Se ey 51 46 51 49 
Illinois....... , Joeereben eeese 15 20 21 Ig 
SL i eekeedsskneee nhews 53 52 43 49 
DAS: causdandaccdsiniidend 34 42 40 39 
PE ek iicdedstasveseceeban 1g 25 42 29 
Re ae Ke 51 62 56 66 
Rs 64 a0dks bvensa sees 49 36 20 35 

Se re eee ee 28 20 25 2 
eer 12 Ig 15 15 
Massachusetts ............... 26 22 18 22 
reer 33 30 22 28 
PP kcveneestvieseeen 41 43 21 35 
PINE cclvesicecesbeoest 63 51 47 54 
Missouri..... paiebante wake 20 22 II 18 
Ps wie 4b64 0 sans. Oen 38 36 Ir 28 
PR e666 8 Sanesraessvese 38 33 50 40 
Norte Cascliee. .oc..cccecccs 70 51 46 56 
New Hampshire............. 9 21 23 18 
ee eee eee 29 22 Ig 20 

8 aa ere 23 25 24 2 
iviivccntenbscecedauesu 35 40 36 37 
SN i onic + cwenendeneees 7 50 5 21 
Pennsylvania. ..........+..+ 20 20 12 17 
OS SE ee 24 25 2 24 
South Carolina.......cccccess 70 42 44 2 
ye 74 47 40 54 
PUNE vaweccscocccesesess. © 43 59 48 50 
I scien a tsioanenctese 20 37 12 23 
VERRIER... co cccccccsvcccese 50 50 37 46 
West Virginia............... 54 36 61 50 
po Eee 28 35 39 34 

















Average (for the United States) for 1885, twenty-six per cent. 





NEWS OF THE WEEK. 





N. C. Miller. 
Tue following biographical notice of N. C. Miller, president of the retir- 
ing Star Fire Insurance Company and trustee of the Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Company, has been prepared for The Weekly Statement : 

Nicholas C. Miller was born in New York city, November 9, 1838. He 
comes of the stock of the solid men from Holland, the original Dutch 
settlers of this island and the places in its vicinity. 

After receiving a good education he began business in the dry goods 
trade, entering first into the employ of White & Heath, at 61 Cedar street, 
and afterwards into that of Spaulding, Vail & Fuller, and their success- 
ors. In January, 1864, his life as an insurance man began by his taking 
the secretaryship of the International Insurance Company. During the 
same year he assisted in the organization of the Star Fire Insurance Com- 
pany, becoming its secretary, and afterward, from 1868 until the present 
time, its president. 

Rapidly familiarizing himself with the technical management of fire un- 
derwriting, Mr. Miller acquired ere long a broad and practical knowledge 
of its principles. He was made secretary of the committee on rates and 
surveys of the New York Board of Fire Underwriters, and in that capac- 
ity rendered important service previous to and during the trying times of 
the great Chicago and Boston fires. For the past two years he has been 
the efficient president of that board, Qn his retiring from that position, 
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this year, Mr. Miller was tendered by his associates in the Board of Un- 
derwriters a highly complimentary testimonial to his value as an officer 
and the esteem with which they regard him as a man. 

In June, 1885, Mr. Miller was elected a trustee of this company, and 
has since that time constantly taken an active part in promoting its inter- 
est. Many new policies are the results of his courteous introduction of 
the company’s representatives to his large acquaintance, 

Mr. Miller is connected, as director, with several corporate enterprises 
in New York and Chicago, among them the North River Bank of this 
city. He is also a director of the First National Bank of Staten Island. 

Mr. Miller is business-like by habit and courteous in manner ; familiar 
with the progress of our country both East and West, and cultured by 
travel abroad, he possesses an experience in affairs and a knowledge of 
men most valuable to an enterprising American, 





The New York Board of Brokers. 


IN this issue we print the by-laws of the board, or, rather, the by-laws as 
prepared and approved unanimously by the trustees, and are now awaiting 
formal action by the board. Such action will, doubtless, be had at the 
next meeting, after which the board will be considered as fully organized 
and ready to play its part in solving the many problems that are presented 
to the underwriters at the present time. Efforts have been made at various 
times in this city to unite the brokers in some organization for mutual 
benefit and proteétion, but there has always been a few who made objec- 
tions, and the efforts have proved abortive; the present movement was 
undertaken with a full knowledge of the obstacles to be overcome, but 
also with a full appreciation of the importance of establishing harmonious 
relations between those engaged in the brokerage business on the one 
side, and the companies on the other, At present there are loud com- 
plaints that there are too many persons recognized as brokers, and that 
the principles of fair play are sometimes lost sight of in the cut-throat 
competition that comes of there being an excess of brokers—we should 
say of persons whom the companies treat with as brokers, If only those 
were recognized who make soliciting and placing insurance their principal 
business, the charge of excessive numbers would scarcely hold good, but 
the great trouble lies in the fact that whoever can control a line of insur- 
ance can secure brokers’ privileges from managers who would be in dan- 
ger of a fatal illness if a $5 premium should escape them. Clerks, book- 
keepers, decayed agents, broken down merchants, everybody who can 
control a risk, can receive full recognition as an insurance broker whether 
they have any qualifications for the business or not. This constitutes the 
greatest evil that is charged up to the account of the brokerage system. 
While this condition of things remains unchanged, it is impossible to 
eradicate the abuses that are conceded to lurk in the brokerage system. 
Neither the companies nor the brokers can deal with an irresponsible 
multitude, among which are many whose only interest in insurance lies 
in what they can make out of it. They have neither capital nor reputation 
invested in the business, nothing to lose but everything to gain, and the 
more they can impose upon the companies in the interests of their clients 
the better it is for them. It is the purpose of the Board of Brokers to 
change this, and by uniting the legitimate and trustworthy brokers, those 
who make insurance their principal ‘business, to exercise a degree of con- 
trol over brokers’ practices, and to present to the managers of companies 
an organization with which they can treat upon all points of mutual in- 
terest. As will be seen by the proposed by-laws, it is contemplated that 
the board shall be composed only of brokers who deal in insurance as 
their principal business, and to whom the success of fire underwriting is 
as material as it is to the companies; all such the board proposes to 
license at a small fee, and to exclude entirely that class that picks up a 
precarious livelihood by placing risks in a desultory manner, having no 
further interest in the matter than collecting their commissions. It is be- 
lieved that when the purposes of the board are fully understood by the 
brokers they will hasten to give it their allegiance by becoming members ; 
they certainly can lose nothing by affiliating with their fellow brokers to 
secure the welfare of the fraternity, and very much may be gained. If 
they can make an organization strong enough, numerically, to command 
recognition as such from the companies, a long step will have been taken 
in the direction of reform, and in remedying the evils of which the brekers 
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complain. When the companies see the brokers united they will find jt 
to their interest to co-operate with them and to only accord brokers’ 
privileges to those who hold licenses from the Board of Brokers, y, 
know that the sentiment among many of the company managers is in favor 
of this board, and they are desirous of seeing its membership include all 
the trustworthy brokers, and when it does they are ready to unite with i 
in every legitimate effort to eliminate the irresponsible element that works 
harm only to the companies and the brokers alike. The legitimate bro. 
ers are as anxious for the success of the companies as the managers anq 
stockholders are; they have every reason to be, for upon the Solvency 
and stability of the companies they must depend for their own success 
In our intercourse with the brokers we have found that every one of them 
who devotes himself exclusively to the business of insurance condemns 
the same practices that the managers condemn, and is equally anxious fo 
a reign of better things. With the brokers united in a Loard they are » 
once in a position to meet the New York Board of Underwriters or ihe 
Tariff Association and to command respectful attention ; without such 
unity of purpose as would be concentrated in such an organization, the 
competition among brokers is sure to increase, and the demoralization of 
their business grow proportionately to such increase. 

While a large number of brokers have joined the board, there are sijlj 
many others who hesitate, the failure of former movements in this direc, 
tion causing them to delay giving in their adhesion to the Proposition; 
we trust the purposes of the board, as set forth or indicated in the by-laws, 
will overcome their reluctance, and that all legitimate brokers will at once 
send in their names for membership. If they see anything that they would 
like to have changed, the way to secure the change is from the inside, 
and not to oppose the whole plan from the outside simply because some 
of the details of the organization are unsatisfactory. The importance of 
having a successful Board of Brokers is conceded by every person with 
whom we have conversed about it ; the way to secure the greatest amount 
of success is for all to become members. Once united in a solid phalanx 
it will be comparatively easy to enlarge the sphere of action, to improve 
upon what has already been done and to make rules and regulations that 
will be satisfactory to the greatest number. We can assert with confidence 
that those who have thus far been prominent in getting the board into 
working shape have no personal ends or ambitions to serve ; they are 
seeking only the good of the fraternity of brokers, and are willing at any 
time to yield theic individual views to the will of the majority. What is 
desired is unanimity and harmony between brokers and between brokers 
and companies, and the only feasible way to secure this is to unite in 
such an organization asis proposed in the Board of Brokers.— Zhe Broker, 





The Fire Record of May. 


For the past eleven years, at least, the month of May has averaged a fire 
record of about $8,000,000 in the United States and Canada. The agygre- 
gate fire loss in May, for the United States alone, during this period has 
been $82,231,193, or an average for the month of about $7,500,000, 

As nearly as we can estimate, the fire waste of May, 1886, has been 
$7,000,000, which (including as it does both Canada and our own country) 
would indicate an improvement of about $1,000,000 on the May average 
as stated above. This is, to a certain extent, encouraging ; for it shows 
that there is a chance that future months of this year may yet furnish a 
similar falling off in the ravages of our needless national scourge. Let 
us hope that this will be a fact and not a mere surmise. 

The lessened number of large fires last month 1s noticeable. Instead 
of the usual twelve to fifteen fires of $100,000 and more, there were only 
eight such fires in May; and of these only one (that in Chicago of 
$1,000,000) exceeded $350,000. This is the favorable teature whereby the 
record has been reduced. 

But, all the same, the current year has put itself ahead of 1885 ; for, up 
to this time last year, the aggregate fire waste was $44,000,000; whereas, 
for the first five months of 1886 it is $44,150,000. The increase is small, 
to be sure; but it is an increase, nevertheless. Perhaps some may think 
the labor troubles and the growth of the population and property valua- 
tions may justify some increase in the fire waste. But, contrary to expec 
tation, the ‘* strikes” do not appear to have led toany perceptible increase 
in the fire record ; nor, as far as can be discerned, has the business de- 
pression, consequent upon dull trade, contributed much to that * moral 
hazard” which underwriters count on as an inevitable concomitant upon 
a dull business season. The inference, therefore, must be that the chronic 
careléssness of presumably honest propertyowners has permitted a large 
number of fires which, otherwise, need not have occurred, And this, too, 


simply because insurance indemnity was so easily and so cheaply obtain- 
able, And right here let us quote a paragraph from an analysis of We 
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fire losses in the United States, which appears in the recently published 
i ire Tables: 

Gs see o> beginaing of the year 1875, the time that The Chronicle Fire 
Tables were begun, over $ 906,000,000 in values have been obliterated by 
fre Nearly $1,000,000,000 lost to the nation in less than three Pres- 
ideotial administrations ; and not the slightest display of national iaterest 
- the gigantic loss, nor the feeblest effort by the people to stop this de- 
adaseh or a portion of it! There is not ignorance regarding this loss. 
There is not even ignorance that the larger part of it is wholly needless. 
But a popular . apathy which nothing can lessen or penetrate exists, and 
fires come by thousands and property disappears by millions. Nothing 
but the insurance policy, which divides these tremendous losses into 
small parts and apportions them among the masses, saves individuals 
from ruin and renders this excessive drain for a moment endurable.” 

Here is the whole story in few words. Propertyowners fall b ick upon 
their insurance policies as relieving them from a responsibility which, 
without insurance, they would personally realize and practically recog- 
nize. And the great mass of the uninsured, having litle or nothing com- 
paratively at stake, rely upon both the insured and the insurer to look 
after fire prevention and fire extinguishment for their own protection. 
Meanwhile the country suffers, patiently and without apparent concern, 
the needless discounting of $100,000,000 a year of national resources 
which, otherwise, would go to the upbuilding of the country’s natural 
increase of wealth. In 1885, The Chronicle says, the fire losses in the 
United States amounted to nearly $103,000,000. In 1884 they were 
$110,000,000. But for the ten years ending with 1885, these losses aver- 
aged only $83,000,000. Therefore, last year’s losses were excessive (as 
regards average) to the extent of $19,000,000. And so we go, with an 
annually growing fire waste beyond all reasonable excuse on any tenable 
grounds of increased population, increased property valuation or increased 
fre hazard. This, clearly, is making progress in just the wrong direction. 
As years pass over us there ought to be something learned and practiced 
in the line of reducing the fire waste, so that each new year should show a 
vigorous movement for reform in this matter, instead of, as latterly, a 
devil-may-care indifference. 

As regards May fires, our own files show that, of those whose reported 
loss was $10,000 and upward, there were 148—the details of which, as to 
locality and description, are given in another column, Of these 148 fires, 
there were 71. whose reported loss was between $10,000 and $20,000 ; 31 
between $20,000 and $30,000 ; 18 between $30,000 and $50,000; 14 be- 
tween $50,000 and $75,000 ; 6 between $75,000 and $100,000 ; 2 between 
$100,000 and $200,000, and 6 of $200,000 to $1,000,000, 

The 8 large fires of the month (of $100,000 and more) were these: Fair- 
view, Pa., $100,000; Hull, Quebec, $350,000; Pekin, IIl., $200,000 ; 
Buffalo, N. Y., $100,000; Wausau, Wis., $215,000; Chicago, Ill., 
$1 000,000; Tombstone, Arizona Territory, $250,000; forest fires, 
$200,000.— Commercial Bulletin. 





Inspections in Chicago. 


Since March 15, Charles Squires, as manager of the inspection depart- 
ment of the Chicago Fire Underwriters Association, has made the follow- 
ing inspections in the business district from the lake to the river, east 
and west, and from Michigan to Van Buren streets, north and south 
(except about one block), and a small portion of South Canal street. As 
the result of the work, the following is submitted : 


eee OF SUNN MUIR 55 obcccnniesenccs <vecnsbdaactersdescdeunee 1,495 
7: different occupations inspected (not including offices)........... 4,540 
" i a ETT ED RES: CE EAA 2,421 
“< we SOS WU vs ccc ctrnsevncckeasseristanstoudcaseesds 2,151 


The requests may be classified as follows : 


Pee, CORN, ONE MN os onus dwendvcsnascecle35osspivsckauder eda 649 
*s in and around eievator shafts.......----......0.+sseecccceeees ING 

“ SRGNG.,; ClD., HOM SOMMPIBES. «6 sc cess occ ccosecsseseccesecce 28 
Remove ashes, principally in barrels and boxes...........---..sese-sseeeeees 121 
Reeth one, oe a Se ROE RRO: 72 

‘‘ steam-pipes from contact with wood............0ceeceecse ceeseeecs 7 
obstructions and locate catch basins...............eeeeeeee weeeeeee II 
RE ODEN os 2e8 ek 6 being Che desaiesiciedwecs canceseaen 18 
Repair NN a us Ee ed cadapy xen aoniase deg 25 
ee EIN snc aa ciaedaebhedbiednsrnestecmbwnedn+sudeoes 107 
“or replace iron shutters or Goors............. Bee, eet re 10 
Protect boilers, domes and breechings........000..0.sccccccccccccccccccecces 47 
foldiag and other gas brackets, and make safe ....... po enkacs conden 216 

> furnaces, OT evi ncrwrindubtinodsharcaascipikwedgdpeas 167 
i Ces cc cebcnniciiendinetertdss icndéeacaanieens 24 
Procure metal flue-stoppers and ventilat.ng thimbles........... ..0.0..seeees 301 
* metal,ash-receivers......cecssesscseeces 84 

. met. holders for oily rags, waste, etc. . 41 
ladders to scuttles in roots............ 43 

Pi Metal drip-pans and metal under-cans. 33 
PP MNNNOS 88 TOON. 55.55. scevcccoccccceece . 6 
Miscellaneous PE ivcasctavestseccwseenusen 197 





oe have been 1780 cards nailed on the window-frames of each floor 
above the first, protected by iron shutters, requesting that the centre row 





of shutters be left open at night. Such requests as have not been com- 
plied with at this date are owing mainly to the fact that sufficient time 
has not elapsed to make the necessary improvements, and the further 
fact that many owners of property are non-residents, and have to be 
reached through correspondence. 





Deodorizing a Cincinnati Underwriter. 


Tue following joke on a Cincinnati insurance man is told by “‘ Tancred,” 
the Cincinnati ignis fatuus of The Baltimore Underwriter, who vouches 
for its truth: | 

There is a prominent insurance man in Cincinnati who relishes the 
good things of this life, and among those that stand highest in his favor 
is cheese, 

Thereby hangs a tale. 

Charley (that’s the front part of his name), on his way home one even- 
ing, discovered a fine cheese. A light lunch from it but served to im- 
press it upon his mind, and he forthwith completed a bargain for five 
pounds, which he tucked under his arm, and pursued his way in that 
happy frame of mind for which he is noted. 

A day or two before, Charley had been discussing the qualities of a 
certain disinfectant with a friend, and, thinking it desirable to have it, 
called to have the question settled without further delay. He left his 
package on the counter, and met his friend as he came forward. 

‘* How about that disinfectant, Jim? Have you decided as to which 
is the best for my use?” ° 

‘*Well, no; not especially. By the way, it strikes me there is need of 
one right here and now. ‘What in the mischief is it that is so offensive ? 
Smell it ?” 

‘* No—that is (he had drifted away from his package), I d’ know, but 
there is an odor a little off color about here. But settle it yourself ; I 


must go.” 
Reaching home, he proceeded to the dining-room, leaving his cheese 


on the table. Soon, in rushes one of his boys to greet him, when he 
pauses abruptly, puts his fingers to his nose—‘‘ Phew! My gracious! 
Whata smell! Papa, did you bring it?” Then the daughter, in a way 
all her own, ‘‘O papa, I’m so gl——. Mercy! what's that?” (taking a 
peep under the table and chairs, and introducing the latest agony in 
puckers, as she turned up her nose and said *‘ scat” in a most emphatic 
way). 

Paterfamilias was about to interject a remark, when the dog came in 
with a glad smile in his eyes, lasting until he came to within about four 
feet of him, when his tail drooped and he went out blowing his nose. 
The favorite cat, to gratify a laudable curiosity, looked in, calmly sur- 
veying the scene a moment, when his tail began to swell, his ears lay flat, 
and he spit twice and hurriedly departed. Meantime the children, with 
despair in their faces, sat down to await the result of paternal in- 
vestigation. 

‘*I’d like to know what’n thunder is the matter with you all. You, 
and the dog, and the cat act as if——” 

Just then his wife entered, smiling a welcome, when she, too, paused, 
and with a painful expression creeping on her face sternly ejaculated, 
‘*Charles !” and calmly, but as with offended dignity, turned her back 
upon the room. 

‘Well, by the living jingo !” he almost shouted, ‘I'll know the mean- 
ing of this, or——” 

At that moment the youngster who had neared the package turned a 
sickly yellow, acting as if about to faint, when father and daughter 
rushed to him, both encountering the odor in its density at the same mo- 
ment. It stranded the children at once, but Charley, through more 
intimate association, was enabled to stand it, and to unravel the mystery. 
The cheese was placed on a stool thirty yards from the house, the room 
aired, and happiness again reigned supreme. 

After supper his next neighbor called over the fence, “I say, Charley, 
how about that disinfectant? I wish you would hurry up, for there’s a 
fearful smell about here this evening.” 

The wind from the vicinity of that cheese was favorable to that con- 
clusion, Charles is not happy yet. I saw him in a deep study trying to 
solve the problem. He insists that it didn’t smell like that when he 
purchased it. His friend, upon whom he called on his homeward way 
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that evening, declared that the best disinfectant about his place is the 
absence of Charley, and this made Charley so mad that he won’t explain, 
or speak as they pass. He told this to me in confidence, and I really 
hope you won't mention it. 





Italian Friction Tapers. 


A Dr. KAESTLE, in anexcellent article in The Badland Wochenbl. on 
the many sources of fire danger being constantly created by the advance- 


ment of science, also speaks of the Italian friction tapers shipped by the 
million boxes to all portions of the globe. He says they are very con- 
venient, because easily ignited on the box and continue to burn, furnish- 
ing quite a useful light for about one minute. They area Source of great 
danger, however. Without considering that the wax end continues to 
glow after its light has extinguished and the end thrown away, which will 
suddenly burst out into a flame again, the match head possesses very 
dangerous qualities. The ignitable substance is very brittle, and every 
small portion explodes by itself with a lively cracking, and throws a spark 
jet sometimes at the distance of one or two yards. Such a spark, if it 
were to fly into a persons eye, would most assuredly destroy it. Still 
greater is its danger for causing fire. It adheres to the floor or shoescle, 
and explodes when least expected. No farmer should ever buy such 
matches. The servant perhaps ignites his lantern in the kitchen, but steps 
with his foot upon one of these tapers which has fallen to the floor ; he drags 
the igniting mass on his sole into the barn or hay loft, and the conse- 
quences are easily imagined. Dr. Kaestle says: “I recently instituted 
an experiment by placing two of these-tapers upon the floor and permitted 
several friends who were present to walk over them and along the floor. 
About ten such crackling explosions occurred ; one spark flew under the 
bureau and kept on burning. In the course of an hour I went up stairs, 
and when I passed the doorside of the lower room, my foot still caused 
an explosion of a particle.” 





By-Laws of the New York Board of Fire Insurance Brokers. 


THE following by-laws have been approved unanimously by the board of 
trustees of the Board of Brokers and will be acted upon at the next 
meeting of the association : 


ARTICLE I—MEETINGs. 
SECTION 1. The annual meeting of the board shall be held on the sec- 


ond Wednesday of January in each year, and regu!ar quarterly meetings 
on the second Wednesday in each of the months of April, July and Oc- 
tober at twelve o’clock M. 


Sec. 2. Special meetings shall be called by the president when he deems 


the same necessary, or when he is requested in writing by five voting 
members. Members shall be notified, either by mail or personally, of the 
date and object of any special meeting, at least three days in advance. 


Sec. 3. Twenty voting members shall constitute a quorum ; in case, 


however, the membership of the board shall at any time fall below roo, 
one-fifth of the voting members shall constitute a quorum. 


ings: 
_ Calling the roll. 


Sec. 4. The following shall be the order of business at regular meet- 


Reading minutes of previous meetings. 
Reports by the chair. 
Report of the treasurer. 
Reports of trustees and standing committees. 
Reports of special committees. 
Unfinished business. 
Nomination and election of members. 
New business. 
ARTICLE 2—ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


SECTION 1. The corporate powers of the board shall be vested in twelve 


trustees, who shall be elected at the annual meeting in January. 


Sec. 2. The trustees shall annually elect from their number a president, 


vice-president, secretary and treasurer of-the board. 


ARTICLE 3—DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 
SECTION I. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at all meetings 


and to perform all duties usually pertaining to his office. 


Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the vice-president to perform all the 


duties of the president during the absence of that officer. 


Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the secretary to keep full minutes of the 


proceedings at all meetings of the board and of the trustees, and to per- 
form all duties usually pertaining to his office. 


Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to receive and safely keep 


all moneys and securities, and to disburse and invest the same as directed 








by the trustees. All moneys shall be deposited in the name of the 
in such place of deposit as the trustees may designate, and shall be draw 

therefrom only upon checks signed by the treasurer and countersigned ns 
the president. Tne treasurer shall make a report in writing at each re d 
lar meeting of the board, and shall also report to the trustees whines 
called upon by them. The funds, books, vouchers and securities shall 
at all times be subject to the inspection and control of the trustees, 


ARTICLE 4—THE TRUSTEES. 


SECTION 1. The trustees shall hold monthly meetings, and shall haye 
power to select from their number such standing committees,and to appoint 
such employees as they shall deem expedient and to prescribe their duties, 
Six trustees shall constitute a quorum. 

Sec. 2, The trustees shall have power to fill any and all vacancies which 
may occur in their own number or in any of the offices of the board, 

Sec. 3. The trustees shall have charge of the board rooms. 

Sec. 4. They shall, between the meetings of the board, take such action 
as they may deem necessary for its interests, and shall report their pro. 
ceedings to the board and recommend to it such measures as they deem 
expedient. 

ARTICLE 5—EXPENDITURES, 

No obligation shall be incurred for account of the board without the 
consent of two-thirds of the voting members present at any meeting, ex. 
cept that the trustees may without such consent incur such obligation to 
an amount not exceeding the sum of $100 for any one purpose. No obli. 
gation or expense whatever shall be incurred unless there are sufficient 
funds in the treasury to pay the same over and above the amount of all 
outstanding liabilities. 

ARTICLE 6—MEMBERSHIP. 

SECTION I. Propositions for membership shall be made in writing, signed 
by a member of the board, accompanied by the initiation fee and posted 
upon a bulletin in the board rooms at least one week before the name 
proposed be balloted for. Members may be elected at any meeting of 
the board. 

Sec. 2. Members shall be elected by ballot. Each candidate shall be bal. 
loted for separately. Negative votes to the number of one-sixth of the 
whole number of the votes cast shall exclude a candidate. 

Sec. 3. No person shall be a member of the board unless he devotes a 
large portion of his time to insurance brokerage. 

Src. 4. No partner of a firm shall be a member unless all the partners 
be admitted. Each of said partners shall be entitled to all the privileges 
of debate; but a firm shall have one vote only and shall constitute only 
one voting member as that term is used herein. 

Sec. 5. All members shall sign the roll and agree to observe the rules 
and by-laws. 


ARTICLE 7—SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION OF MEMBERS. 


SECTION 1. No member who shall be in arrears for any dues shall have any 
voice or vote in the board, or be eligible to any office. Any member so 
in arrears after receiving ten days notice thereof in writing may be sus- 
pended from the privileges of the board until his account is balanced, and 
if the same remain unpaid for three months thereafter, ke may be expelled 
from the board. 

Sec. 2. Any member of the board may be expelled therefrom for vio- 
lation of the by-laws or rules of the board, or for any unbecoming 
practices. 

Sec. 3. No member shall be expelled unless the secretary shall have 
mailed or sent to him at his last known place of business, at least five 
days before action is taken by the board, notice to appear at a meeting of 
the board, and show cause, if any there be, why he should not be ex- 
pelled. An affirmative vote of two-thirds of the voting members of the 
board present at any meeting shall be necessary to expel a member. 

Sec. 4. The expulsion of a member of a firm shall subject the remaining 
partner or partners to’ suspension, unless such firm shall at once dissolve 
co-partnership with the expelled member, or take such action to that end 
as the trustees may approve. 

Sec. 5. A former member may be reinstated by a vote of two-thirds of 
the voting members present, provided notice shall have been given at a 
previous meeting, and posted upon the bulletin for ten days in advance 
of such intended action. 

ARTICLE 8—DUES AND FINES. 

SECTION 1. Every member, upon election, shall pay to the treasurer an 
initiation fee of $50 until the total membership shall number 200, and 
thereafter an initiation fee of $150. 

Sec. 2. Every member shall, upon the first day of January in each year, 
pay $6 annual dues to the treasurer. Each firm shall be considered as 4 
single member and shall pay dues as such. r 

Sec. 3. Every voting member whose dues have been paid shall, if pres- 
ent at roll call at any regular meeting of the board, receive from the treas- 
urer at the end of such meeting $1 as fee for attendance. 


ARTICLE 9—CERTIFICATES OF MEMBERSHIP. 

SECTION 1. Each individual member shall receive a certificate of member- 
ship, signed by the president and secretary. : } 

SEc. 2. Any person ceasing to be a member by resignation, expulsion 
or otherwise, may transfer his certificate, subject to the following stipu- 
lations. 

Sec. 3. Certificates shail be transferable on the books of the board to 
any person eligible and duly elected to membership upon the payment 
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of $5, and of any unpaid assessments, dues or fines owing 

se by Pha member omidiag to effect such transfer, but the person 
. whom such certificate is transferred shall nut be required to pay any 
initiation tee. All liabilities due to the board by any member thercof 
shall be considered a lien upon his certificate of membership. : 

Sec. 4. No person shall hold more than one certificate of membersbip. 

Sec. 5. The certificate of a deceased member may be transferred by his 
legal representatives, subject to the foregoing stipulations. : 

Sec. 6. The trustees shall have the right to purchase any cettificate of 
membership and to cancel the same and dispose thereof in such manner 
as they may see fit, subject to the approval of the board. 


ARTICLE I0O—AMENDMENT AND SUSPENSION OF By-Laws. 


SecTION 1. Any article or section of these by-laws may be suspended for 

any one meeting by the unanimous consent of the voting members pres- 
ent. ; 
Sec. 2. These by-laws may be altered or amended at any meeting, pro- 
vided notice of such intended alteration ur amendment shall have been 
given in writing ata previous meeting, and posted upon the bulletin for 
ten days ; but such alteration or amendment shall requite the approval of 
at least two-thirds of all the voting members present. ; 





The London Firemen’s Exhibition. 


Tue first annual firemen’s exhibition opened recently in London. The 
Builder thinks this a novel undertaking and interesting, adding that it 
might be well to have a similar one in this country. A collection of ma- 
terials for fireproof building construction, of models showing the princi- 
ples of slow- burning construction, of means and chemicals for rendering 
wood, textile fabrics, clothing, theatrical scenery, non-inflammable ; of 
appliances for extinguishing fire, such as steam fire engines, chemical 
engines, portable fire extinguishing apparatus, fire stand pipes with hose 
reels and couplings, automatic sprinklers, etc., and of fire escapes for 
residences, office buildings, hotels and factories, would, without doubt, 
prove interesting to the public. It could be made exceedingly useful by 
an exhibition of fire drills, by tests of fire extinction and by a series of 
lectures in popular form on “‘ Fire prevention” and on ‘“ Means for ex- 
tinguishing fire ;” and we wonder if it ever did occur to our fire insurance 
companies, or to our underwriters, that by such a step—especially if the 
exhibitions were repeated annually—the immense loss of property could, 
at least to some extent, be reduced? Statistical tables, showing the 
frequency and the causes of fires, undoubtedly have some useful function, 
but they are not accessible to the great mass of the public. Moreover, 
we are inclined to think that a few simple rules and hints on the proper 
use of matches, of lamps, of gas fittings, on the best management of 
stoves, fire-places and heating and drying apparatus in basements, and 
on fire drills in schools, hospitals and asylums, on ‘‘ what to do first in 
case of a fire,” would accomplish vastly more good than any amount of 
statistical figures, scientifically arranged or skillfully combined and 
printed in long and tiresome numerical tables. A simple diagram, 
boldly printed and not incumbered with unimportant side facts, sets the 
general reader more to thinking than a full and explicit compilation of 
factsand figures. Better still than diagrams are collections of models 
and apparatus, especially if carefully explained in an exhibition. But 
we have little hope that such an exhibition will occur in this country in 
our time. Outsiders do not take sufficient interest in the matter, and 
those who do are too busy with other affairs to undertake so extensive 
an undertaking. 





Annual Report of Commissioner Norman of Kentucky. 


AS we go to press, we are in receipt of a bound copy of the sixteenth 
annual report of the Insurance Commissioner of Kentucky. It is accom- 
panied by many pages of statistical tables, embracing the statements of 
the companies reporting to that department. We give the substance of 
the report as follows : 
INsuRANCE BuRESY OF KENTUCKY, t 
FRANKFORT, May 12, 1886. 
Hon, Faverre Hewitt, Auditor : 


Smr—I have the honor herewith to submit to you, in accordance with the 
law, the sixteenth annual report of this bureau, in which will be found, 
Set forth in detail, the business transactions and financial condition of 
tach of the insurance companies doing business in this State on Decem- 





ber 31 past, with tables compiled from the companies’ statements on file 
in this office, 

It is gratifying to note some degree of improvement in the results of 
last year as compared with the insurance business of 1884, but yet much 
remains to be accomplished before the business of underwriting can be 
advanced to the high plane such an important interest should occupy. 

The remedy, however, must rest mainly with the underwriters them- 
selves, and not with the insuring public or with the legislatures. 

Without unfriendly or hostile legislation by this State, and without ex- 
cessive or burdensome taxes in the towns and cities, a larger and more 
profitable business ought to be done in Kentucky. 

To accomplish this end and promote both the interest of the insured 
and the assurers, a more careful selection of agents should be made, that 
overinsurance and its attendant evils might be avoided ; a more careful 
inspection of all risks, that the hazard may be better understood ; and 
less quibbling with policyholders and scaling honest losses, to save insig- 
nificant sums, at the expense of the reputation of all the companies for 
fair and honest dealing with the public. 

These suggestions are made in no unfriendly spirit, but from a sense of 
justice, and because I believe that reasonable grounds exist for some 
complaints against the companies, that ought to be removed. Let amore 
liberal course be pursued and adopt such measures as are suggested 
above, and save the people in the future from having inflicted upon them 
such unwise and illiberal legislation, as valued policy and other like 
laws. 

There were ninety-nine fire and fire-marine insurance companies doing 
business in the State at the beginning of the year. 

Two companies were admitted during the year—Mi!lwaukee Mechanics 
Mutual, Milwaukee, Wis., and Factors and Traders, New Orleans, La. ; 
and one Kentucky company, the City Fire and Marine of Louisville, 
Ky., was organized and began business. 

The authority of the following companies ceased during the year : 

United States, New York ; Security, Ohio; Star, New York ; London 
and Provincial, England. 

Ninety-eight companies were thus left transacting a fire and inland 
business in the State, and abstracts of their statements have been care- 
fully compiled and set out therein. 


’ 
Kentucky JoinT Stock Fire AND INLAND COMPANIES, 


The City Fire and Marine Insurance Company of Louisville was organ- 
ized under a charter from the legislature, and after an official ex- 
amination as to its paid-up capital and investments, was authorized to 
begin business. 

The total admitted assets of the thirteen companies of this State on 
December 31, 1885, were $2,305,457.28—an increase of $160,973.49; lia- 
bilities, except paid-up capital and net surplus, $467,842.60—an increase 
of $21,625.03 ; paid-up capital, $1,600.000—an increase of $100,000 ; net 
surplus, $237,614.68—an increase of $39,348 46 ; surplus as to policy- 
holders, $1,837.614.68—an increase of $139,348.46 ; cash income, $700,- 
863.30—an increase of $39,284.02 ; expenditures, $648,170.56—a decrease 
of $66,832.84. 

The risks written by the companies of this State during 1885 were $53,- 
095,308—a decrease of $2,275.142; premiums received, $584 488 58—an 
increase of $16,035.82 ; losses paid, $376,330.92—a decrease of $56,- 
525.86. 

The usual deduction in the statistical tables, from the totals of the Ken- 
tucky companies, is made on account of the report of the Louisville un- 
derwriters, giving the gross business of the companies of which it is 
composed, in addition to its individual business. 

The report of the Kentucky and Louisvilke Mutual Insurance Company 
will be found among the abstracts of the home companies, and reference 
is made thereto for information as to its condition and business. 


FirE AND FirE-MARINE COMPANIES OF OTHER STATES. 


Sixty-four companies of this class were doing business in Kentucky at 
the beginning of the year. Three have withdrawa, and two have been 
admitted to do business, 

The total admitted assets of the remaining sixty-three companies, at the 
close of the year, were $114,727,733.43—an increase of $5.456,446.48 ; lia- 
bilities, except paid-up capital and net surplus, $46,212,308.72—an in- 
crease of $3,018,078.05 ; paid-up capital, $40,932 200; net surplus, $27,- 
583,224.71—an increase of $2,438,368.43; surplus as to policyholders, 
$68,515,424.71—an increase of $2,438, 368.43 , cash income, $56,940,118.18 
—an increase of $2.318,168.26 ; expenditures, $54,245.666.82—an increase 
of $895,946.05 ; risks written during the year, $5.858,822,979—an increase 
of 148,240,355 ; premiums received, $52,086,128.27—an increase of $2,- 
357-783.20; losses paid, $30,770,163.41—a decrease of $198,986.23. 

The Michigan Fire and Marine Insurance Company of Detroit, Mich., | 
and the American Fire Insurance Company of New York city, have 
been admitted since January 1, 1886, 


ForeEIGN COMPANIES, 


Twenty-three companies of foreign countries were doing business in 
Kentucky at the date of last report, and none were admitted, and the 
London and Provincial of London, England, has withdrawn, 

The total assets of the twenty-two companies remaining in the State 





were, on December 31, 1885, $38,362,670.31—an increase of $1,152.405.32; 
liabilities, $19,857,160.09—an increase of $55,100.38 ; surplus as to pol- 
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icyholders, $18,505,510.22—an increase of $1,097,304.94; cash income, 
$25,843,536.81—an increase of $635,786.80; expenditures, $23, 364,157.17 
—a decrease of $613,573.42 ; risks written during the year, $3,104,969,145 
—an increase of $53,189,633 ; premiums received, $24,530,099.97—an in- 
crease of $579,488.09 ; losses paid, $15,265,580.58—a decrease of $909,- 
107.50. 

The admitted assets of all the foregoing classes were, on December 31, 
1885, $155.395,861.02 ; liabilities, except surplus as to policyholders, $66,- 
537,311.41 ; surplus as to policyholders, $88,858,549.61 ; cash income, 
$83 484.518.29 ; expenditures, $78,257,994.55 ; risks written during 1885, 
$9,016,887,432 ; premiums received, $77,200,716.82 ; losses paid, $46,- 
412,074.91. 

Business IN KENTUCKY DURING THE YEAR, . 

The paid-up capital of the fire and fire-marine companies doing busi- 
ness in ‘the State at the close of the year, including the $200,000 deposit of 
each of the foreign companies, was $46,932,200—a decrease of $100,000 as 
compared with 1884. 

The risks written in Kentucky during the year were 145,500,406, di- 
vided as follows between the three classes of fire companies: By home 
companies, $31,731,693; by companies of other States, $69,632,001 ; by 
companies of foreign governments, $44,136,712; premiums received on 
risks written by home companies, $422,817.64; by companies of other 
States, $951,719.36 ; by companies of toreign countries, $631,605.35 ; total 
premiums received, $2,006,142.35 ; losses paid by companies ot this State, 
$200,051.16 ; by companies of other States, $664,307.26 ; by foreign com- 
panies, $383 464.65 ; total losses paid, $1,247,823.07. 

The risks written were $5,297,226 less than were written in 1884, while 
the premiums were 63,922.18 more, and the losses $12,800.35 less than 
for the previous year. 


FIDELITY AND CASUALTY COMPANIES. 


No change has occurred during the year in the number of casualty 
companies doing business in the State. The gross admitted assets of 
these companies were, on December 31, 1885, $4,326,119 51 ; liabilities, 
$1,618,345.61 ; net surplus, $761,156.18 ; surplus as to policyholders, $2,- 
707,773-90; income, $3.373,094.10; expenditures, $2,995,174.32; pre- 
miums received, $3,193,192.35 ; losses paid, $1,208,288.60, 

The risks written by the fidelity and casualty companies in Kentucky 
during the year were $4,508,247 ; premiums received, $45,648.22 ; losses 
paid, $11,902.07, and tax on premiums, $1,087.60. 

One company of this class has been admitted since January 1, 1886— 
the Equitable Accident of Cincinnati, O, 


Lire INSURANCE CoMPANIES. 


There were doing business here on December 31, 1884, sixteen life 
companies, and two were admitted—Provident Savings Life Assurance 
Society, New York, and the Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany of Massachusetts, and none have withdrawn. 

Tne Manhattan Life of New York has been admitted since January 1, 
1885. 


SouTHERN MuTuvAtL Lire INsuRANCE COMPANY OF LOUISVILLE, Ky. 


The admitted assets of this company’on December 31, 1885, were $1,- 
225,362.03 ; liabilities to policyholders, $1,044,057.90 ; surplus as to pol- 
icyholders, $187,304.13 ; income, $290,420.25 ; expenditures, $216,739.56 ; 
risks written during tne year, $1,620,213; premiums received, $222,- 
445.80 ; losses paid, $69,534.68 ; risks remaining in force December 31, 
1885, $6,888,941. 

COMPANIES OF OTHER STATES, 


The total admitted assets of the seventeen companies of other States 
on December 31, 1885, were $450,511,409.42; liabilities as to policyhold- 
ers, $386,161,969.16 ; surplus as to poiicyholders, $64,349,440.26; in- 
come during the year, $91,777,462.34; expenditures, $69,126,749.95 ; 
risks written during the year, $334,371,140 ; premiums received, $69, 141,- 
155.81 ; losses and claims paid, $32,927,570.53 ; risks remaining in turce 
at the end of the year, $1,757,152,837. 


BusINEss IN KENTUCKY, 


The eighteen life companies had in force at the beginning of 1885, 
18,488 policies, insuring $42,469,304.02, Tney issued 9254 policies, in- 
suring $9,668,576.53 ; 4016 policies ceased to be in force, inswring $4,- 
364,042.59, thus leaving in foice at the end of the year on lives in Ken- 
tucky 23,726 policies, insuring $47,773,837.96. ‘Tne importance ot the 
subject of lite insurance to the peopie ot this Scate can be in some meas- 
ure understood by reference to the foregoing figures. 


ASSESSMENT OR CO-OPERATIVE COMPANIES, 


Under the law of April 19, 1884, a few companies of this class of other 
States are operating in Kentucky, and as it may be justly said that these 
companies are upon trial before the people, it is in order to await the re- 
sult, when it may be finally decided whether or not insurance in this form 
can have more than a temporary value. 


LEGISLATION, 


A number of amendments to the general insurance laws have been 
adopted in accordance with the recommendations of this departmant in 








its last report to the General Assembly. Among these will be found g 
material change in the fire and life laws in the method of punishing yio. 
lations of the same. 

I herewith submit that portion of the amendr ent to the fire law defin. 
ing the penalty, and providing for its enforcement : 


CHAPTER 697. 


“ SECTION 2. Whoever shall transact any business for any insurance 
company embraced within the provisions of the act to which this is an 
amendment, by acting as the agent of said company, within the meaning 
of the foregoing section, without first procuring and having a license from 
the auditor of public accounts to act as such agent, or after such license 
has expired, been suspended or revoked, shall be deemed and held to be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be subject to arrest, and upon convic. 
tion for such offense shall be fined not Jess than fifty nor more than one 
hundred dollars, and shall be imprisoned until such fine shall be paid or 
replevied ; and jurisdiction is hereby given and conferred upon justices 
of the peace, police, city and county court judges for the trial of said 
misdemeanors, and the enforcement of the penalty herein imposed: 
Provided, that no one convicted under this act shall be imprisoned longer 
than fifty days in default of payment of the fine.” 

A similar amendment was made as stated to the life law. 

A bill was passed authorizing license to be issued to brokers, upon 
similar terms and conditions to those imposed by the laws of New York; 
and a law requiring schedules of reinsurances to be filed by fire companies 
with each premium report, was also adopted. 

The balance sheet requirement of the law applicable to the annual 
statements of fire companies was abolished, and another law making the 
agent of the company, when paid by the company for his services to the 
company, the agent of the company and not of the assured, was also 
duly enacted. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 


A detailed statement of the receipts and expenditures of this depart- 
ment is herewith submitted, covering the transactions of the past fiscal 
year : 










RECEIPTS. 
ee Sek ee IE BREE soc en sccdsconcdcceabsusendsnccsheneses $6,092.00 
Agents’ licenses....... 11,519.85 
ERGMNMGTS CUPONRE%.00050c cc cccccccdvcccoqeccesestccccsoonenecesoce 4.40 
REISCONAMCOUS TOES BEE CRATHOS . o50ccd ce Orccscvesccescccesesoccessses 68.60 
cer ensbesannccabaeideeenabearnageetess cestode tebeseved $17,684.85 
EXPENDITURES. 
ID since vnasaperedrecieecedwéescuereassessocenesesess $9,000.00 
I CR ricannesvonsecetbess ests dnd ewrnseriveueus 600 00 
POTIEE’S WEMES.... ccccceccecccccccccccccccsccceseesccscces 300.00 
Printing and bindlag .....ccccccccccccsccccevevsccecccvoce 1,3y8.30 
PORES GNG SIMMONERY..o 0c ccccsveccsesccccscoseccescesesse 313.50 
CE CAD i icndndedccceccesesesscaceerenscacsvovnecess 100.95 
Examiner's CXPORSES...ccccccccccccsccccccoccoccccccccvccece 4.40 
WONGOET MNOS SRPONOEE 66.0 ccc cccccccccosceesentwecscsccecs 164.38 
FR avn dasceesrcesdecas sogeeeseenesoesertccgvessnavesocsaces 11,881.53 
Surplus placed to the credit of the State revenue.........ss0.000+-+> $5,803.32 


Respectfully submitted. ae 
L. C. Norman, Insurance Commissioner. 





Fire Insurance Business in Florida, 


THE Home of New: York has just withrawn from Florida. The Key 
West fire, by which it lost $52,000, was the straw that broke the camel’s 
back. But.what is $52,000 to the Home of New York? However, that 
is not what we desire to discuss. We want to see if it is wise to leave a 
State because the business has been uniformly unprofitable. This is a 
debatable question, and one upon which underwriters evidently differ, or 
they would all quit Florida. Is it impossible for an insurance company 
to make money in Florida? If so, it is time they were knowing it, 
but we doubt if itis true. And again, why has the business been so un- 
profitable in Florida? Is it because Florida property is more liaole to 
combustion than the property of other States, or is it owing to bad 
underwriting in Florida? These questions are pretty tough ones and it 
would seem that nobody but a Florida man could answer them, but, re- 
member, we have been to Florida, and would not hesitate to tackle even 
an alligator. 

In the first place it is not wise to quit a place where you have lost 
money if there is any chance of finding 1 again. Then, is it possible to 
find lost money in Florida? If the money be gold or silver coin lost on 
swamp land it might sink out of sight, but otherwise there is a chance, 
Is it the moral, physical or climatic hazard that afflicts Florida? Again, 
what is itthat has been burning in Florida?—it is said that only a wise 
man can ask questions—we shall not stop to think, it is all very clear to 
us. The moral hazard has been terrible. Why? Because too much in- 


surance has been granted on speculative schemes. The physical hazard 
has been very bad. Why? Because most towns were formerly frame— 
thanks to insurance companies many are now brick—and fire departments 
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and water supply existed only in the imagination—we won't say fertile— 
; ionist. 

= oes pee cities have been burnt, and detached dwellings have 

Hote adr: hy? Hotels, because they have been badly constructed, 
- oy ae insured. Towns and cities, because, perhaps, while the 
- eased is no worse than other places, there has been nothing to put 
a with, Is itdue to bad underwriting? What is bad underwrit- 
4 it bad underwriting to write in cities where there is no possible 
ab nce to put out a fire if once started? Probably. Is it bad underwrit- 
oem insure unprofitable mortgaged gag 4 put up for speculative pur- 
a a. Probably. Has anybody been to blame for the heavy losses in 
98 ? Did anybody know the condition of Florida towns, as to fire 
a water supply, etc. ? Of course every fellow who has pul'ed 
~~ ows now that Florida was ‘‘a bad State ‘fore de war.” _ But let us 
pee Is there no hope? Is she clear gone, as the negro said when he 


missed the train ? 


We think not. There is much to look forward to in Florida, but pre- 


i i ok back on—all burnt. The orange and fig trees are 
a eed P The roses have lost none of their sweet odor, Jack- 
sonville has an abundant supply of water, and if it will carry out its in- 
tention of organizing a first-class paid fire department, we believe it can 
be safely put down fora profit to the insurance companies. But it should 
not be allowed to mince with the matter of a fire department. The under- 
writers of Jacksonville should see that it has the best material obtainable, 
regardless of expense. This alone will save Jacksonville, and in saving 
it, save to Florida - few remaining insurance companies that hang onin 

i ss, loss, loss. 
ee ae Palatka are, also, much improved, and, upon the whole, 
we doubt if it is a good time to leave Florida.— The Vindicator. 








MERE MENTION. 





—The Texas Insurance Exchange is flourishing and doing a good work 
in that State. 


—The Cleveland (Ohio) agency ot the Rochester German has been 
transferred from McAinch & Hayes to the office of Fuller & Tidd. 


—J.S. Moore of Buffalo has recently had added to his strong list of 
companies, the agencies of the Amazon and Citizens of Cincinnati. 


—The fire underwriters of West Virginia have organized a State board, 
which will regulate rates in that State and the rules governing the prac- 
tices of agents. 

—Whitner & Cronheim of Atlanta, Ga., have dissolved partnership, 
T. C. Whitner retiring. They represented the Western of Toronto, and 
the second local agency of the Merchants of Newark. 


—Jim Hill of Warren county has been struck by lightning three times, 
drowned twice, and shot twice, and still lives. Here is a chance for some 
enterprising agent. It would be safe to write, at least, $100,000 on a life 
like that. 


—A very sprightly Spanish exchange (Los Seguros), for want of patron- 
age, suspended on January 1, but started again April 1, being promised 
substantial support. It is the only insurance paper in Spain, and is an 
excellent publication. 


—George Wood, manager at Philadelphia of the London and Lan- 
cashire Fire Insurance Company for Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Dela- 
ware, has resigned. This district will hereafter be controlled by the New 
York department, under the joint management of James Yereance and 
Jeffrey Beavan. 


—The American Fire of this city has decided to increase its capital to 
$500,000, and the additional $100,000 is being allotted to the present 
stockholders at a premium of $25 per share. Extensive improvements 
and additions are to be made to the company’s building to accommodate 
its rapidly growing business.—Piladelphia Item. 

—The Continental Insurance Company, which has long had a farm de- 
partment in the West, is about to establish an agency at Chicago for the 
transaction of general commercial insurance. Col. W. G. Bently of St. 
Louis will have charge, and it will be conducted entirely separate from 
the farm department of which R. J. Taylor has charge. 


—The companies have lost money on small lines taken indiscriminately 
or without proper inspection, and there isa tendency among certain or- 
ganizations to make a new departure in underwriting. This is illustrated 
in the recent determination of the Phenix to accept $50,000 lines on de- 
sirable property and to improve its inspection system, Some of the man- 





agers are inclined to be more selective in business, preferring, however, 
to take big risks when assured that the condition of the property warrants 
it. Selection and inspection is recommended to all companies in the 
business as a key-note to minimum losses. 


—The French Court of Appeals at Pau has decided recently that the 
introduction of petroleum into insured premises, without the specific 
declaration by the policyholder, is a valid reason to refuse payment of 
damages in case of fire by the insuring company. That the agent of the 
company knew of this introduciion does not whatever modify the situa- 
tion of affairs. 

—According to the advance sheets of the Royal Statistical Bureau of 
Prussia, of the census of December 1, 1885, the total population of Prus- 
sia is 28,313.833 souls, of which 49.07 per cent are males, and 50.93 per 
cent females, Berlin, with its several suburbs, contains 1,315,297 inhab- 
itants; in 1880 it numbered 1,122.330, consequently it increased by 
192,967 inhabitants in five years. 


—The secretaryship of the Hartford Fire Insurance Company, made 
vacant by the retirement of Mr. Whiting, has been filled by the election of 
the assistant secretary, P. C. Royce. Mr. Royce was for many years 
connected with the Western office of the Hartford, was afterwards secre- 
tary of the Girard Fire and Marine of Philadelphia, and has been for the 
past four years assistant secretary of the Hartford. 


—There are several foreign companies doing business in this country 
through underground channels and in violation of the laws of the States. 
Many of these organizations have no backing at home and are not worthy 
of public confidence. Brokers in this city look upon the National of 
England and the London Lloyds as about the only reputable foreign con- 
cerns not admitted to this country whose policies are worth handling. 


—D.S. Munger & Co. of Chicago have admitted’ to an interest in 
their business W. H. Ebbert, who has served then faithfuliy as an em- 
ployee for the past nine years. Mr. Ebbert entered La Salle street over 
fifteen years ago, as a boy, and by faithful and able service has worked 
up to an interest in a first-class agency. We congratulate him on his 
success, and trust he will find his new duties and responsibilities pleasant 
ones. 

—The annual convention of the New York State Firemen’s Associa- 
tion will jbe held this year at Buffalo, August 17, 18, 19 and 20. The 
Exempt Firemen’s Association of that city has already taken action 
relative to the entertainment of their brethren from neighboring cities 
who will be present on that occasion, and it is evident that no effort 
will be spared to make the occasion interesting and profitable to all 
participants. 

—The new theatre in Derby, England, built only about a year ago, was 
completely destroyed by fire on May 5, before the commencement. The 
fire was caused by a gas explosion behind the stage, and there were about 
200 persons in the different rooms of the building, who saved themselves 
in good order, although one actor was suffocated in the green room and 
one workman was killed by the falling in of the roof. The loss amounted 
to about $100,000. 


—The widow of a railroad switchman in Germany sued the company 
for damages because on a certain day, while under the influence of liquor, 
the switchman stumbled on the track and was run over by a passing 
train. The court held that, as had been proved, he was sufficiently intox- 
icated to pay no attention to the signals of the engine-driver, which he 
would have heeded when sober, his death was caused by his own willful- 
ness, and the company was not liable. 


—The officers of the Mountain City Fire and Marine of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., have issued a circular letter, in which the following statement 
appears: ‘‘ At the end of the first year’s business, it affords us pleasure 
to inform the stockholders and patrons of this company that our busi- 
ness has been very satisfactory up to this date. Our premium income 
has been nearly as large as we had reason to expect for the first year, 
while our losses have been much less than the percentage of other com- 
panies ; the losses paid during the past twelve months amounting to only 
$678.71.” 

—According to carefully kept records of the days when fires occur in 
Germany, it has been found that in Prussia, in 1883, fires occurred as fol- 
lows; Of each 10,000 tires there accurred on Monday, 1530; Tuesday, 
1441; Wednesday, 1469 ; Thursday, 1347 ; Friday, 1365 ; Saturday, 1378 ; 
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Sunday, 1480. In cities Tuesday is the best day, with 1363 fires ; Mon- 
day is the worst day for country towns, with 1541 fires. For country 
places Sunday was generally supposed to be most prolific of fire ; but this 
is not so—Wednesday predominates, with 1557, while Sunday occupies 
the fourth rank, with 1446 fires. 


—John M. Crane, secretary of the Fidelity and Casualty Company of 
this city, has just returned from a Western trip. At Chicago he made 
arrangements with Larrabee & Alexander to represent the company in 
that city and vicinity. These gentlemen have both had wide experience 
in the accident insurance business, and it is expected that the new ar- 
rangement will be decidedly advantageous to the company, at the same 
time that it gives to these agents an opportunity to present to their 
patrons facilities for insuring in a company whose financial standing and 
liberality commend it. 


—The Rochester German Insurance Company has just made a most 
judicious investment by purchasing the Smith Arcade property on Main 
Street, near its present nome office. The lot is on the corner, at the side of 
the Court House,and on account of the broad plaza in front of the county 
building that can never be built upon, the Rochester German will in fact 
have two fronts to the building to be erected. Work will be commenced 
this fall upon a fine modern structure, to be some six or seven stories 
high. It will have all conveniences and, besides many tenants, will in- 
clude the home office of the company. 


—The annual election of the Mutual Life Insurance Company took 
place Monday at the general office in Nassau street. There was no op- 
position, and the following were chosen trustees for four years: John E. 
Develin, Richard A. McCurdy, James C. Holden, Herman C. Von Post, 
Robert Olyphant, Robert Sewell, J. Hobart Herrick, Nicholas C, Miller 
and Barton W. Van Voorhis. The last-named trustee is a new member 
of the board. A vacancy in the 1889 class was filled by the election of 
William Babcock of San Francisco, a son of a recently-deceased trustee. 
A death vacancy in the 1887 class was filled by the election of Theodore 
Morford, cashier of the Sussex National Bank of Newton, N. J. 


—The following notice has been issued by J. M. Hodges, secretary of 
the New York State Association of Supervising and Adjusting Agents: 
‘The fourteenth annual meeting of this association will be held at the 
Murray Hill Hotel, New York city, on Tuesday, January 8, at 10 A. M. 
F. C. Moore, vice-president of the Continental Insurance Company, has 
kindly consented to address the association upon the subject of ‘ Un- 
derwriting in the Next Decade.’ Short addresses may also be expected 
from members of the association on topics of interest. Visiting mem- 
bers are requested to make the above-named hotel their headquarters 
during their stay in this city, and to advise proprietors a few days in ad- 
vance, so as rooms may be secured.” 


—When there occurs a marked decrease of the membership of an as- 
sessment society, the end has begun. The membership of the Knights of 
Honor was more than 3000 less at the close of last year than at the be- 
ginning of the same year. The roster of the Knights of Pythias lost 9338 
names during the last year. When is the time to step out of such a com- 
pany? Unless you have reason to think that death will claim you right 
soon, the sooner you quit throwing money into such a sink hole the bet- 
ter. Really the best time to quit is before starting. The assessment 
business is a completely bad thing for any young and healthy man to in- 
vestin. It is just now a bonanza for old and decrepit risks that can’t 
get into a good company, and that is the very reason why it is so bad for 
sound young men.— Western Insurance Review. 


—A curious return has been laid before the Paris Statistical Society by 
Dr. Cloquet, with regard to the number of theatres which have been 
burned down since 1750. He gives the total as 632, of which 51 were 
destroyed in the last half of the eighteenth century, 51 in the first quarter 
of this century, roo from 1825 to 1850, 76 from 1850 to 1860, 103 from 
1860 to 1870, 169 from 1870 to 1880, and 174 from 1880 to the end of 
last year; while three theatres, at Detroit, Madrid and New Orleans, 
have been burned this year. The number of persons who have perished 
in the flames varies very much; for while roro were burned to death be- 
tween 1790 and 1800, and 2144 between 1840 and 1850, the total was only 
241 for the ten years from 1850 to 1860, This is due to the fact that now 
and again sqme theatre is buraed down while full of people, as was the 





case in 1794, when 1000 persons perished in the theatre at Capo a’ Istria. 
in 1836, when 800 persons were burned at St. Petersburg ; and ip 1845, 
when 1670 persons perished in a Canton theatre. The worst fires of the 
last few years have been at Vienna, where 450 people perished ip the 
Ring Theatre, in 1881, and at Nice, where 70 persons were burned to 
death the same year. Altogether, 6573 persons have perished in the last 
135 years, or 48 for every year, this being a very small percentage of the 
whole theatre-going population. 


—The Baltimore Underwriter makes this timely and practical Sugges. 
tion: ‘‘ There is such a thing as inspecting risks and fixing a rate in ac. 
cordance with the seeming hazard. This implies a careful looking over 
the buildings after they are finished. Why not create a bureau or corpor. 
ation to inspect buildings which are in process of construction ? Sugges. 
tions could be made by experts from time to time which, if regarded, 
would diminish the risk of fire from heating, drying or steam apparatus, 
A lower rate could be given. This sort of inspection is common enough 
in marine insurance. We think that propertyowners could afford to pay 
a small fee for this work, as they would secure a permanent reduction jn 
the cost of the insurance. This matter appears to be worthy of consider. 
ation at the hands of those who seek to diminish the fire waste.” 


—The executive committee of the National Association of Fire Ep. 
gineers met in Cleveland May 25, to perfect the arrangements for the 
coming convention at Providence, R. I. It was decided to hold the con. 
vention four days, beginning with August 24. The committee have 
under consideration various plans for increasing the interest of the pro. 
ceedings. Among other things it is announced that Prof. Barrett of 
Chicago, the superintendent of the fire alarm system, will read an essay 
on the dangers of electric light wires, and of the success of the system 
of placing all electric wires under ground. The professor is prepared 
to speak decidedly upon this latter topic, as the experiment of placing 
underground wires in Chicago has, under his direction, been entirely 
successful. It is announced also that Prof. W. C. Richards of Chicago 
will occupy one evening with a lecture on ‘‘ The Philosophy and Poetry 
of Flame.” The convention promises to be a most important and very 
interesting one. 


—Col. G. H. Koch of Chicago, formerly of St. Louis, died on Satur. 
day of last week. Secretary Crane of the Fidelity and Casualty Com. 
pany, of which Mr. Koch was Chicago agent, was in that city last week 
arranging for a new agent. Referring to Mr. Koch’s death, The Com. 
mercial Bulletin says: ‘‘The cremation of Col. G. H. Koch's body, 
which had been arranged to take place the other day at Fresh Pond, L. L, 
was postponed. Mr. Koch wasa banker at No. 181 La Salle street, 
Chicago. He left there with his wife about three weeks ago on a trip to 
Europe for his health. While in this city he was taken so much worse 
that the voyage was put off, and he went to New Brighton, S. L., to rest. 
He died there on May 29. It was his desire to be cremated, and his 
family were about to carry out his wishes when they remembered that he 
had a large insurance upon his life—between $50,000 and $100,000, it is 
said. Fearing that there might be some trouble if the body was burned, 
they decided to put it in a vault until the death claims had been settled, 
The body is in one of the vaults of the Silver Mount Cemetery.” 


— The Western mutuals are making a strong bid for business in New 
York and vicinity. Three inspectors, representing the Western Manv- 
facturers Mutual of Chicago, the Central Manufacturers of Van Wert, 0., 
and the Manufacturers and Merchants of Rockford, are said to be located 
hereabouts in the interest of those organizations. Charles F. Simonson, 
whose card announces him an inspector for the Western Manufacturers 
Mutual, and for the Mutual Underwriters Union, is located at Orange, 
N. J., and is a regular visitant to this city. The Manufacturers Mutual 
of St. Louis, the Reliance Mutual of Dubuque, Ia., the Union Mutual of 
St. Louis and the Mississippi Valley of Rock Island, III., all take a slice 
at New York business whenever they get the opportunity. It is surprising 
sometimes to the fraternity how these mutuals in the West get points on 
New York business, and it is a common rumor that the inspectors of 2 
certain mutual company in New York, who travel about the country, dis 
seminate considerable information regarding metropolitan risks and 
matters. The company referred to has sixteen inspectors traveling it 
the various States, and it is not improbable that these men give away in- 
formation to mytuals in the West, 
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HE METROPOLITAN PLATE-GLASS 


INSURANCE CO, OF NEW YORK. 


$100,000 in Government Bonds or with the Insurance Department of the State of 
New York, for the protection of Policyholders, 


Cash Capital, in Government Bonds, $100,000, with a Surplus of $116,510.00 
Henry Harreau, Pres’t. Epcar W. Crowe -t, Vice-Pres’t, Joun H. Taytor, Sec. 


PRINCIPAL OFFICE, 66 LIBERTY ST., near Broadway, N. Y. CiTy. 
Joun P. Campsett, General Agent -................---- No. 162 La Salle Street, Chicago. 


LOYDS PLATE GLASS INS. CO. 


OF NEW YORK, 
Office, No. 68 William Street. 





CASH CAPITAL, - - - - - $100,000, 
Insures Plate Glass against Accidental Breakage, Fire Excepted. 
J. G. Beemer, Pres. D. B. Hatstzap, Vice-Pres, W. T. Woops, See. 








AGENCY WANTS. 








ANTED, BY THE CONNECTICUT GENERAL 

Life Insurance Company, of Hartford, Conn., as District Agents, energetic, reli- 

able men, who can and will personally secure applications for insurance. Address, with 
reference and experience (if any), the COMPANY, at Hartford, Conn, 





RESIDENT OF PITTSTON PA., WITH FIF- 
" teen years’ experience in ats fire lossess, is open for a per diem engage- 
ment in either supervising or adjusting. Address, 


WM. S. GOODELL, 
Box 844, Pittston, Pa. 


We wish to secure for thee HOME LIFE IN- 
SURANCE COMPANY, men of successful 
experience, as General Agents, giving to same 
exclusive control of territory. 

The most desirable which we have to offer, is 
Northwestern Ohio, Middle and Southern Illinois, 
Northwestern Iowa and Northern Indiana ; also 
good fields of less territory throughout the North- 
west, now open for district agencies, for which 
the agent will receive full compensation and a 
contract direct with the company. 

The HOME have recently perfected some new 
plans of obtaining business equaled by no other 
Company, which are proving to be of great ad- 
vantage to the agent, and on this account, the 
amount of new business written by the HOME 
throughout the Northwest, during the last three 
months ending June first, has been fully fifty 
per cent more than was written last year during 
the same months, and this while business has been 
depressed and the country agitated by strikes. 
For information in regard to the above, address, 


EDGAR H. KELLOGG, Superintendent of Agencies, 


CHICAGO, ILL. 











PROMINENT AGENTS. 








oo. & WM. A. GOODMAN, AGENTs 
142 and 144 La Salle Street. : 


FiremMan’s Funp Insurance Company, 


Cuicaco AGENCY or} Union Insurance Company, tor CALIFORNIA, 


General Agency, Western Department, Union of California. 
G D. RAINE, INSURANCE AGENT AND BROKER, 


e Memphis, Tenn., representing North British and Mercantile and American com. 
panies, including Tennessee State companies. Surplus lines placed. Correspondence 
solicited. 





EHM & VAN DEINSE, INSURANCE AGENTS 
and Brokers, Indianapolis, Ind. Insurance effected in any part of the United 


States. Correspondence solicited. Applications for the German Insurance and Savings 
Institution of Quincy, !I1,, should be referred to this office. 





HARLES TREDICK, INSURANCE AGENT AND 

Broker, 138 South Fourth St., Philadelphia. Rep ts New Hampshire of Man. 

chester, N. H.; Jefferson of New York; Peoples of Pittsburgh, Pa; City of Piitsburgh, 
Pa. Special attention given to placing Surplus lines, 


DOLPH LOEB, INSURANCE AGENCY, 170 LA 
Salle Street, Chicago. Rochester German Insurance Co., of Rochester, N, Y,; 
Pennsylvania Insurance Co., of Pittsburgh; Birmingham Fire, of Pittsburgh ; Lloyd's 
Plate Glass Insurance Co., of New York ; Peoples Insurance Co., of New York. 
R. SMITH, INSURANCE, 
. No. 142 LA SALLE STREET, - - - CHICAGO, ILL, 











Special attention given to placing large Mercantile Risks and Special Hazards 
in and out of Chicago. 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 
H. HOBBS, GENERAL INSURANCE AGENT, 


e 74 East Market Street, Indianapolis, Ind. Special attention given to placing 
Surplus Lines in any of the States. Correspondence solicited, 


H. WARLEY & CO., INSURANCE, | 
bd 166 GRAVIER STREET, NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


Are prepared to place insurable surplus in strong, liberal, prompt paying companies, 
Business solicited. 


M. H. PULLEN & CO., 
Insurance Agents and Brokers, 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Have good facilities for placing surplus lines of insurance in prompt paying Southem 
companies. Correspondence invited. 


— & CO., FIRE INSURANCE, 
ELIZABETH, N. J. 




















Having unexcelled facilities for placing surplus lines on all hazards, we solicit corres- 
pondence from reliable brokers, to whom we offer liberal terms and guarantee satisfactory 
service, 


E E. JEFFERSON 





JOHNSTON, S. C. 
Represents Royal of Liverpool and Mutual Life of New York. Business established in 
1868. Controls large surplus. Room for several good fire companies. 


EN. PHELON (SUCCESSOR TO PHELON & 


Randall), 47 Carondolet St., New Orleans, La. General Insurance Agent and 
Broker. To correspondents: I have unusual facilities for placing large lines of insur- 
ance, having made a specialty of this branch of the business for several years. Li 
commissions allowed. 


YLVESTER G. WILLIAMS, ADJUSTER OF 
Insurance Losses. Law Firm, Williams & Wambaugh. Room 18, 64 West Third 
Street, Cincinnati, O. 











E. D. PALFREY. FRANK S. PALFREY. 
ALFREY BROTHERS, INSURANCE AGENCY, 


No. 47 Carondelet Street, and 35 Union Street, New Orleans. Representing the 
Niagara Fire Ins. Co. of New York, Assets, $1,874,034.97; American Fire Ins. Co. of 
Philadelphia, Assets, $1,918,432.05; Sun Fire Office, London (in the U. S.), Assets, 
$1,675,132. 7; Travelers Ins. Co., Hartford, Accd. Dept., Assets, $8,417,038.21. Dwelling 

ouse and furniture risks a Specialty, at very lowest current rates. 








3 J. TEMPLE & CO., FIRE INSURANCE AGENTS. 
e Office, 155 Broadway, N. Y. 





JAMES A. MILLER. W. G. McCORMICK: 
_— A. MILLER & CO., INSURANCE, 


No, 169 and 17x La Salle Street, Chicago, 





